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Company at Springfield, Mass. In the course
of the following three years a number of indi-
vidual submarine telegraph companies were es-
tablished along the Eastern seaboard. These
were united in 1855 and Prescott was made man-
ager of the group with headquarters in Boston.
While he was serving in this capacity, the Amer-
ican Telegraph Company was established, which
became the chief telegraph organization in the
eastern part of the United States, controlling all
of the separately organized companies estab-
lished in the preceding twelve years, including
those operating the marine lines. In 1859 Pres-
cott was appointed general manager of this com-
pany at Boston. Two years later he became su-
perintendent of all of the American Telegraph
Company's lines in eastern New York, Con-
necticut, and Vermont. In 1866 the American
and the Western Union telegraph companies
were consolidated and Prescott was appointed
electrician of the new organization, which was
thereafter called the Western Union Telegraph
Company. In this position he had to act as bar-
rier to a flood of inventions brought to the com-
pany for attention, and all of the telegraph in-
novations of the time, such as the duplex and
quadruples systems, were put into practical
operative shape under his immediate direction;
subject to his supervision, also, was all the con-
struction and reconstruction work of the com-
pany. Meanwhile, the question of private or gov-
ernment ownership of the telegraph began to be
seriously discussed both in Congress and in the
country generally. Because of his great experi-
ence and his keen analytical mind, Prescott was
called to New York in 1869, given the title of
statistician, and assigned the work of studying
the relative merits of the two systems. As a re-
sult, he became the expert witness of his com-
pany before various congressional committees in
the succeeding ten years, and probably did more
than any other single individual to prevent the
proposed acquisition of the telegraph by the
government.

In 1877 the Western Union Telegraph Com-
pany obtained control of the telephone patents
of Elisha Gray and Thomas A. Edison, and or-
ganized the American Speaking Telephone Com-
pany as a rival to the Bell Telephone Company.
Prescott, who had made a thorough study of the
telephone, was active in the organization of this
subsidiary, and was an original member of the
board of directors. He became, too, in 1878,
vice-president and a member of the board of the
Gold & Stock Telegraph Company, which was
the largest of the organizations maintaining pri-
vate telegraph lines throughout the country.
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He was also one of the incorporators of the Met-
ropolitan Telephone & Telegraph Company in
New York, but in 1882 he resigned all active
connections with his many communication in-
terests and devoted the remainder of his life to
literary work.

He began his writing about 1852 when he
published in Boston an account of his discovery
that the aurora borealis is of electrical origin.
The printed descriptions of his many experi-
ments in connection with this subject attracted
much attention throughout the world, being re-
produced in all the leading scientific journals of
Europe and America. Chief among his works
on electrical subjects are History, Theory and
Practice of the Electric Telegraph (1860);
Electricity and the Electric Telegraph (1877) J
The Speaking Telephone (1878); Dynamo
Electricity (1884) ; Bell's Electric Speaking Tel-
ephone,, Its Invention, Construction, Applica-
tion 3 Modification and History (1884) ; and The
Electric Telephone (1890). Prescott was mar-
ried at Springfield, Mass., on Dec. 9, 1857, to
Eliza C. Parsons, and at the time of his sudden
death in New York was survived by his widow
and one daughter.

[William Prescott, The Prescott Memorial, or a
Geneal. Memoir of the Prescott Families in America
(1870); J. D. Reid, The Telegraph in America (1879);
Electrical Rev., Jan. 24, 1894; N. Y. Tribune, and
N. y. Times, Jan. 19, 1894.]                       C.W.M.

PRESCOTT, OLIVER (Apr. 27, I73i-Nov.
17, 1804), physician and soldier, was born at
Groton, Mass., the son of Benjamin and Abigail
(Oliver) Prescott and a brother of William
Prescott [q.v.~\. He was graduated from Har-
vard in 1750, and after studying medicine under
Dr. Ebenezer Robie of Sudbury, settled in Gro-
ton where he built up a successful practice. Mili-
tary as well as medical matters early claimed his
interest Prior to the Revolution, he held vari-
ous regimental commissions under the King in
the provincial militia. At the outbreak of hostili-
ties between England and the colonies, he re-
ceived appointment from the revolutionary gov-
ernment of Massachusetts as brigadier-general
of the militia of Middlesex County, and later
(1778) as major-general of militia throughout
the commonwealth. During the British occupa-
tion of Boston, he was employed in detailing
guards at bridges and other places to prevent
Loyalist sympathizers from holding intercourse
with the garrison. On Apr, 17, 1775, by direc-
tion of the committees of safety and supplies, four
pieces of rebel artillery at Concord were trans-
ferred to his custody at Groton, and thus escaped
capture by the redcoats during- their memorable
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